
Annual Review
of 2016

Your Support
in Action

P
h

ot
o:

 A
ct

io
n

A
id

17July17-Annual Review 02_A5  17/07/2017  16:51  Page 1



2

Dear supporter, 

Our work in the past year clearly shows the positive impact and growing need for

ActionAid’s particular way of working with people, with communities, networks and

groups.

ActionAid works at grassroots levels to ensure people can lead lives of dignity and hope. 

Your sponsorship funding enables ActionAid Ireland to commit long term support to

communities in Cambodia, Nepal, Vietnam, Kenya and Uganda. We remain very

conscious of the importance of ensuring that every euro spent has the greatest impact on

ending poverty and we remain commited to good governance and transparency. Within

this review you will find some stories, which highlight the great work and achievements by

the communities we work with. 

In 2016 we launched a special project in Ireland, which is focused on ending harmful

cultural practices among migrant communities, using methodologies that have been

successful in our work in Kenya. Read more about this programme, funded by the

European Union, on page 12. 

In early 2017 we finalised our strategic plan which will guide our work over the next five

years. This plan will ensure that we continue to put women’s

rights and children’s rights at the heart of our efforts, that we

work to empower and support communities and that we

continue to be accountable to our supporters and donors.

Thank you for enabling this work to continue. 

Yours sincerely,

Siobhán McGee

CEO, ActionAid Ireland

Thank You!
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Malati Maskey, Caroline Nkirote, Agnes Kola,
William Bwanaope and Chikumbutso Ngosi

photographed in Leinster House.

From 2012 to 2016 Irish Aid funded a women’s rights programme in five countries: Nepal,
Kenya, Malawi, Vietnam and Ireland. On pages 10 and 11 you will find details of some of
the successes within this programme. 

In May 2016 we held a workshop in Dublin to plan a second women’s rights programme,
with contributions from our partners in Nepal, Kenya, Malawi, Vietnam, Palestine and
Ethiopia.

While in Dublin, our guests from Kenya, Malawi and Nepal met with policy makers in
Leinster House, organised and hosted by Maureen O’Sullivan TD, where they discussed
the importance and impact of the Irish Aid funding to helping the communities they work
with. Speakers from Palestine and Vietnam also took part in a public event with the Rape
Crisis Centre on violence against women in public spaces and methods used to combat
this in different contexts. 

In December 2016 it was announced that Irish Aid will fund a second women’s rights
programme, focusing on Nepal, Kenya, Ethiopia and Ireland from 2017 to 2021. This
support means so much to the communities that we work with. 

3

Across the Women's Rights Programme, ActionAid has trained
over 8,500 women on gender equality and the laws protecting
women. This has meant that they now recognise and report
cases of violence.

8,500
TRAINED

New Women’s Rights
Programme Announced
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ActionAid changes the lives of the poorest, most disadvantaged
women and children in the world for good. We don’t accept
survival as enough. Our local staff and community partners work
directly with women and children, unlocking their knowledge and
skills, so that together we can respond with solutions that fit their
needs. We stay for as long as it takes to ensure that change not
only happens, but that it lasts.

• Parents of sponsored children in Kongelai were taken through children’s rights and 
policies that protect children in Kenya. While child marriage and female genital 
mutilation are illegal in Kenya, there isn’t always knowledge of the laws in rural areas, so 
it is important to work with the communities to ensure laws are known and implemented.

• Over 50 children have benefitted from the construction and furnishing of classrooms at 
the primary school in Kongelai.

• ActionAid formed and provided training to 10 women’s groups circles in Marafa. 
These provide a platform for women to come together, discuss their challenges and 
come up with solutions.

• In Marafa, 18 village meetings were conducted with an aim of reviving and 
strengthening village citizen forum committees.

• People living with HIV/AIDS in Marafa were given support to diversify their 
likelihoods and increase their income. For example, members of the community
were given goats to provide milk to sell at the local market.

• In Amuru, ActionAid contributed to improving farmers’ bargaining power through 
collective marketing and constructed a seed bank. Seed banks help to  increase 
yield, prevent against disease, help communities improve drought tolerance and 
can also improve the nutritional quality of crops grown.

• We supported 20 women survivors of gender based violence with income 
generating activities to allow them to become self-sufficient.

• In Malawi the local Chiefs who are responsible for administering justice in their 
communities now use official standards and guidelines for cases of Gender based 
Violence. After receiving training from ActionAid they have become strong advocates 
for women’s rights.

• By 2016, 2,140 women in Malawi were saving money. Thanks to the training in 
business planning and support they received from ActionAid, they have been able to 
start generating their own income and are even saving.

Kenya

Uganda

Malawi

Our Successes in 2016
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ActionAid fights for a fairer world by galvanising the public to
challenge the national and global policies and practices that keep
people poor. This includes holding governments accountable to
ensure public funds are spent effectively and where they are
needed the most, for example schools, hospitals and other public
services. Whatever we do, we work to ensure the maximum
impact for women and children living in poverty.

• With your support ActionAid has established 15 child clubs in 
Bardiya with 437 children who are advocating for their rights in 
the community. Children in Bardiya are now campaigning against 
child marriage and for children to stay in school.

• 15 representatives from farmer’s groups in Bardiya were trained 
on sustainable agriculture through which farmers gained skills 
to use local resources to increase their agricultural production.

• Shree Janta Primary School in Bara was provided with school 
supplies such as notice boards, school furniture, and uniforms. 
Programmes including School Enrolment Campaigns directly 
helped more than 2000 students.

• 1,510 families improved their food security thanks to an improved irrigation system 

• 1,391 children benefited from a programme to address the high drop-out rate of 
students aged 13 to 15, including improving teaching quality, encouraging parents 
to send their children to school and establishing seven children’s clubs that focus on
teaching the importance of staying in school. 

• In Quan Ba 325 people were trained in skills to mobilise community activities. 
Community activities include advocating for better services in the area, training 
people to participate in local boards, and developing farming cooperatives.

• ActionAid organized a 2-day-training for teachers at 10 Primary Schools and Junior 
High Schools in Krong Bong about first-aid in emergencies. The region of Krong 
Bong is prone to landslides and flooding, training in first aid could save lives later.

• 620kg of rice was given to 62 poor children in schools in Krong Bong which 
provided daily meals for the school year to improve concentration and to fight 
against malnourishment.

Cambodia

Nepal

Vietnam
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Water gate transforms
lives in Cambodia.
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As a result, 220 families in these three villages are improving
their food security as the villagers understand effective dry-rice
farming techniques. 85% of the families used water from the
canal to grow vegetables and conduct dry-rice farming.

220
FAMILIES
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ActionAid is working with poor communities
in Cambodia to help them collect and store
water, improving agriculture yields and the
community's food security. Rural
communities depend on rain water for
growing crops. Most of them used to farm
only once a year depending on the weather
conditions. Due to irregular rain fall, 220
families in 3 target villages could not
cultivate crops and the majority of their
lands were left idle. This resulted in many
people facing migration and food
shortages.

Dy Tae, a 52 year-old mother of 5 children,
living in Kamponglor village added, “Before
having this water gate, I used to grow rice
only one time a year during the rainy season
and left the land idle. Thus, my husband
usually migrated to other provinces to earn
money and left the family behind. I had to
buy rice from other people to feed my five
children”.

Tae continues, “However, now I am very
happy that my husband does not need to
migrate from home. We live happily
together and have enough food to eat and
sell. Thanks to ActionAid for your
continuous support and providing me with
a skill and the source of water. I will
encourage my children to go to school to
have better future”.

To overcome these challenges
ActionAid and local partners:

• Worked with the local community, helping 
them identify the challenges they face and 
a road out of poverty. All three villages 
singled out the lack of water as the biggest
issue facing their communities.

• Built a water gate in Kamponglor village, 
benefitting 110 hectares of land.

• Provided agricultural training on dry-
season rice farming, to improve food 
security year-round.

Dy Tae showing her
community’s water gate

The water gate provides a lot of
benefits to us as a community.
I can start my dry-season rice on
my land.
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Sixteen year old Sushila Tharu lives with
her parents and younger brother in
Bardiya, Nepal. Through an ActionAid
funded child club, Sushila has learned the
importance of education, and is leading
initiatives in her community to ensure
children get to go to school and to tackle
child marriage and child labour: “I belong
to a community called Kamaiya. We are a
very poor community; before we used to
work as bonded labour for our livelihood
and very few people were educated in our
community.”

In earlier days there was no priority for my
education. Three years ago, I, along with 9
other children, attended the program
organized by ActionAid and became
members of the child club from our village,
calling it the Dev Child Club. Facilitators

from ActionAid taught me and other
children how to write minutes and discuss
issues in the child club. From the very first
day I enjoyed meeting friends and partici-
pating in various singing, dancing, poem
reciting and joke telling events. We also
conduct activities on social issues like child
marriage, child labour etc.”

Sushila now has experience running the
child club along with the other members.
She wants to end the bad things
happening in her community and develop
it in future. With your support ActionAid
has established 15 child clubs in Bardiya
with 437 children who are advocating for
their rights in the community.

Sushila is pictured above campaigning for
children’s rights in Nepal.

ActionAid has supported 218 children in Bara with school
stationery to ensure their educational needs were met.
A children’s library was also established.

218
CHILDREN
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Sushila, wearing blue, campaigning with other
young people in Bardiya, Nepal.

Children transform their
futures in Nepal
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The water gate
provides a lot of
benefits to us as
a community. I
can start my
dry-season rice
on my land.
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The goat ActionAid provided to Apollo and his family has
produced 30 offspring. This has meant milk for the family, and
by selling offspring the family have been able to generate income
to support Apollo's future.

30
GOATS
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ActionAid began working in Amuru, Northern
Uganda in September 2009, supporting poor
and vulnerable people in their fight for a
better life.

For nearly two decades, Northern Uganda
was ravaged by war and conflict, leaving the
community in extreme poverty, deprived and
forgotten. During this time, many families
were displaced into refugee camps where
they suffered from extreme poverty,
malnutrition and diseases. When the war
ended in 2008, people who had spent close to
two decades in these camps were left to try
and rebuild their lives. Thanks to child
sponsorship we are rebuilding communities
and helping children like Apollo to achieve
their dreams.

“My name is Apollo. I am 10 years old and
study at Spring Ambassador Primary School. I
am in primary two. My two siblings and I live
with my grandparents in Amuru village.”

“I am so happy that I am among the children
in our village who have friends in Ireland.
Besides that, I was among the children in our
community who received chicken for poultry
keeping and a female goat for rearing in
2012. Each one of us received 1 chicken and a
female goat.

“Fortunately my goat gave birth to triplets.
To this day, we have had 30 goats which all
came from the goat I received from
ActionAid. My grandmother no longer has to
worry about my school fees because she gets
money from the sale of the goats. She also
bought a cow and we enjoy milk at home.

“At the beginning of this year, she sold two
goats and bought a bike for me.

“The journey to my school used to be so
tiresome and most of the days I got to school
late because I used to go by foot”.

Changing lives in Uganda

Apollo pictured with his new bicycle.
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For the rural, marginalised communities we
work with in Vietnam, gender-based violence is
a big issue and seen as ‘normal.’ Traditionally
within these communities women are
encouraged not to speak about it and to deal
with violence themselves. As a result, among
the 3,845 women living in the community of
Dang Kang, 10% have been victims of
emotional, physical or sexual domestic
violence. This is the story of HDul Nie, a 50
year old woman from the Ede minority group
in Dang Kang: “My husband used to insult and
beat me really hard, especially when he drank.
This made me exhausted physically and
mentally, but I never asked for help from
others because as other women in our
commune, we considered it as domestic matter
and we should deal it on our own to keep the
harmony of our family. With that thought in
mind, I tried to stand and be strong for my
children but it got worse as the days went by.

At one point when the drought spread on our

commune leaving us nothing to harvest by the
end of the season, my husband became more
desperate. I thought of suicide to put an end
to this life. One night my husband came home
very drunk at midnight and started yelling at
me and demolished our furniture. Our children
were scared to death.

The next morning, the women from the
Community Development Group (CDG) that
ActionAid established, came to our home and
talked to us to help reconcile the differences.
They invited me and my husband to attend the
psychological counselling support with other
families with the same problem. We were
surprised to learn that domestic violence isn’t a
private matter; actually it’s against the law and
a husband can be imprisoned if he harms his
wife.

After three meetings, my husband gradually
changed his attitude and behaviour. He is
happier, more caring and even encouraged me
to join the group to help other women.”

Vietnamese gender-based violence is often considered to be
'normal' . As a result, among the 3,845 women living in Dang
Kang Commune, 10% were the victims of emotional, physical
or sexual domestic violence in 2013.

10%
VICTIMS
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HDul Nie

Being a member of the
women’s group has

positively changed my
life. I will try my best to
help other women in my

community.

Transforming Rural
Communities

HDul Nie pictured with other
members of the women’s group.
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Reduction in female genital mutilation since Irish Aid funded a
women’s rights programme in 2012.27%

REDUCTION
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From January 2012 to December 2016, ActionAid Ireland managed, developed and
implemented a women’s rights programme funded by the Irish Government through Irish Aid.
The programme was carried out in Kenya, Malawi, Nepal, Vietnam & Ireland.

Jane, 58, from West Pokot in Kenya, is a former
cutter; her mother was also a cutter. She stoped
cutting when a girl she cut died from
complications during childbirth due to FGM.

Programme Focus Areas

• Mobilising women and girls to challenge 
and reject gender-based violence in a 
supportive environment.

• Supporting the Irish Public to value their 
role and contribution (through Irish Aid 
funding) towards the support of women 
and girls to claim their rights and have 
increased access to economic
opportunities and public services.

• Supporting women to have greater
access to resources, more control 
over their income and more time to
engage in commercial activities.

• Engaging women in influencing 
policies to improve the quality, 
equity and gender responsiveness 
of public services for people in 
target areas.

Case Study

Jane underwent female genital mutilation as a girl, as is the common practice in Kongelai,
Kenya. She is a former cutter, her mother was also a cutter. She is now a strong advocate
against female genital mutilation and informs girls from 10 to 15 years of age about it, using
locally produced wooden models. Since the Irish Aid funded women's rights programme
began in 2012, female genital mutilation has reduced by 27% in the area.

Women’s Rights Programme
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90%
DEALT WITH
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Women’s Rights Programme

Highlights from the 2012 - 2016 Programme

• The importance of girls’ education is being 
recognised among the programme countries.
Educated women are less likely to die during
pregnancy or child birth (as they are more
likely to go to a doctor or have the 
confidence to speak to professionals) and 
are less likely to enter into child marriage as 
they can forge a future for themselves using 
their education. In Nepal women who took 
part in the programme are now encouraging 
their daughters to go to school for the first 
time and in Kenya the women’s groups have 
lobbied the government for bursaries for 
poorer girls to help get them to 
school. Across the programme we have seen
increased investment in girls’ (and boys’) 
education due to increased family incomes.

• Women who took part in the programme 
have become empowered and more 
economically independent, they are partici-
pating in commercial activities through 
village savings and loans associations and 
cooperatives. As a result of bringing income 
into the home they have generated more 
respect from their husbands and control of 
how money is spent.

• Across all countries in the programme 
women are now putting themselves forward 
for leadership positions, including school 
boards, local councils and local 
governments. Levels of violence against 
women have decreased as a result of the 
programme. 

• In Kenya, midwives who used to supply 
genital cutting services no longer supply 
'cutting tools'. ActionAid is supporting them 
to generate income in new ways and many 
are now strongly against the practice of 
FGM.  

• ActionAid Malawi began working with men 
as part of the programme of work to end 
violence against women. Here, men are 
taking responsibility for domestic violence 
and joining in campaigns to end violence 
against women. This inspired other countries
to step up efforts to involve men, according 
to the different contexts. For example, 
ActionAid Vietnam has included men in 
training on Unpaid Care Work, such as 
minding children and housework.

ActionAid supports victims to report cases of gender-based
violence, and has worked with authorities to ensure these are
dealt with appropriately. More than 90% of cases are now
handled adequately by the authorities.

We work with communities in our programme countries using a tool call REFLECT. This is a

way of bringing everyone together to sit in a circle and debate or reflect on their lives and their

communities. The discussion is facilitated by an ActionAid staff member who helps the partic-

ipants to share their experiences, problems and proposed solutions in whatever way they feel

comfortable - for example through drawing or drama. This tool helped people in Kenya talk

about and tackle the difficult subject of FGM. ActionAid is using the same approach in working

with migrant communities here in Ireland, developing an understanding of FGM and its

negative impacts and working with the community to reject this practice.

REFLECT - helping communities change their lives
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Since 2016 ActionAid has been working on a project in Ireland called the AFTER (Against Female
Genital Mutilation / Cutting Through Empowerment and Rejection) project. The AFTER project is
supported by the Rights, Equality and Citizenship (REC) programme of the European Union to work
with migrant women and girls from FGM/C practicing countries. The project is being implemented
across five European countries (Belgium, Ireland, Italy, Spain and Sweden). 

Cork city and county is the target area for the implementation of the project in Ireland. ActionAid
Ireland leads the AFTER project in Ireland and is collaborating with AkiDwA to reach wider
communities and share experiences.

Activities in 2016 included

• ActionAid Ireland completed a national level 
analysis and a regional study of 16 service 
providers in Cork city and county in July 
2016. The study found, based on Central 
Statistics Office 2011 data, 2,639 girls may 
currently be at risk; this number is expected 
to rise with the results of the 2016 national 
census. 

• The service providers interviewed in Cork all 
pointed that they have limited resources and 
no information or budget to work on FGM/C.

• Less than 1 in 5 of interviewees were aware 
that FGM/C is illegal in Ireland. The findings 

showed the need for further programme and 
advocacy work on FGM/C in Ireland.

• ActionAid is implementing trainings with 
migrant communities in Cork to reject FGM. 
Using experience and learnings from our 
Women’s Rights Programme in Kongelai, 
Kenya, where FGM has been reduced by 
27% over the past four years. We are 
working with migrant communities in Cork to 
inform them of the health risks and human 
rights issues associated with FGM with a view 
to helping them better understand it and reject 
it for themselves and their daughters.

The study found, based on Central Statistics Office 2011 data,
2,639 girls in Ireland may currently be at risk; this number is
expected to rise with the results of the 2016 national census.

2,639

P
h

ot
o:

 A
ct

io
n

A
id

GIRLS

Rejecting FGM in Ireland

REFLECT Circle Training for the AFTER
project in Milan in 2016.
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Ending FGM in Kenya

In June 2016 ActionAid Ireland’s Chairman Rodney Rice visited Kongelai, Kenya where he
met beneficiaries of the women’s rights programme and child sponsorship. The below is an
excerpt from an article published in the Irish Times in November.

In 2016 the Miskwony Hospital maternity
wing was completed in Kongelai.

At ten years of age
Abigail (pictured above)

took the biggest decision of

her young life - she ran

away from home. She did

not know where to go, or

how she would get there. 

Her mother had just told

her she was to be
circumcised. She may have

used that word or, more

colloquially, said she was to

be cut. She certainly would

not have used the term

which most accurately

describes what she intended

befall her young daughter –

female genital mutilation

(FGM).

Abigail knew at once, that

just like her mother,

grandmothers and past

generations, her future was

decided for her - she would

be married off as soon as

possible.

“They told me on Thursday

I was to be circumcised on

Friday. I said, how can this

be, I am 10, I am too

young. They said we

already have eight girls to

be circumcised tomorrow

and you too”.

“I remembered a women’s

network came to the village

talking about FGM and how

they can help us. So when

my parents sent me to look

after the farm I got a

chance to run away and

eventually reached the

women’s network who

brought me to this school. I

had never been to school

and I didn’t even know how

to write. I am so happy I

was able to escape the

pain. You can bleed and

you can die.”

Abigail escaped her village

and found refuge and

safety in Kongelai school

and community. Thanks to

child sponsors in Ireland

who funded the building of

a dormitory for girls who

reject FGM, Abigail and

girls like her are going to

school and have escaped

FGM and early marriage.
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Our rights-based approach to
disasters combines emergency
response with programmes
and policy work. This helps
people increase their resilience
to disasters. In all our work,
we prioritise the needs and
rights of the most vulnerable.

Working with Refugees
in Greece

From September 2015 to
November 2016 ActionAid
worked with refugees on the
Greek island of Lesvos and later
in Athens. After the EU-Turkey
Agreement in March 2016, there
arose a need to set new tools
and approaches for skill
development, along with the
provision of further training to
the 60,000 refugees who now
have to remain in Greece for a
very long time. Through active
participation and support of the
Refugee and Migrant Coalition
(RMC), ActionAid Ireland is
working in solidarity with
vulnerable groups in Irish
society, including migrants and
those experiencing
homelessness and in need of
shelter. The RMC aims to
facilitate the sharing of
information and analysis and to
advance policy responses to the

migrant and refugee crisis and
the global movement of people.

In November Sotiria
Kyriakopoulou, from ActionAid
Greece (pictured above) spoke
to Irish Policy Makers in Leinster
House about the importance of
women’s rights in emergency
situations in a meeting
organised through the Foreign
Affairs Committee. 

Drought in East Africa
& Asia

In 2016 communities in which
we work around the world felt
the effects of the worst El Nino
weather phenomenon on record,
as a result of climate change. In
Asia areas flooded that had
never flooded before, while the
Horn of Africa experienced a
drought that has continued into
2017. In Ireland we raised
money for the drought through
our summer appeal and online.
However, the situation in East
Africa remains critical.

Sotiria Kyriakopoulou, ActionAid Greece,
outside Leinster House.
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Najma, 9, lives in a drought
affected village in western
Somaliland.

Our approach focuses on
doing things differently by:

• Ensuring community-led 
responses

• Committing to long-term 
response

• Promoting women’s 
rights and safe places

• Putting women and
children first

Responding to Emergencies
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Hurricane Matthew

On the night of 4 October
2016 Hurricane Matthew
struck the south-western tip
of Haiti bringing heavy rainfall
in the south, south-east and
the north-west. This created
the largest humanitarian
emergency in the country
since the 2010 earthquake.

Thanks to the support of the
general public and from the
Irish government through Irish
Aid, ActionAid has supported
over 58,000 people in some of
Haiti’s remotest regions. We
did this by providing food,
water and cholera prevention
kits, building long-term
resilience through cash for
work, commerce and farming,
and prioritising women’s rights
and protection through
women’s safe spaces,
enterprise and training.

Women were leaders at all
levels of the ActionAid
Hurricane Matthew response.
Protection of women after an
emergency like Hurricane
Matthew is crucial because
women and girls are at
increased risk of sexual
violence.

Mernie Blaise, 53, is a survivor
of the hurricane. We asked her
what were the main issues for
women after the hurricane:
"The first one is hunger. Also
there are economic issues, as
many women have lost almost
everything. And there is the
issue of shelter. Even if not
everyone has lost their house
in the community, some
people are still living in tents
and under tarpaulin and the
community still feels it."
Mernie is a leader within her
community and we have
facilitated her to identify and
assist the most vulnerable
members of her community.
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Responding to Emergencies

About Hurricane Matthew

• Hurricane Matthew 
affected 1 million people 

• 546 people died in the 
hurricane.

• An estimated 175,500 
people were displaced, 
scattered in over 300 
temporary shelters.

• 34 cholera treatment 
centres were destroyed.

• 806,000 people were at
an extreme level of food 
insecurity.

Mernie's Story

Hurricane Matthew in Haiti.
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A school enrolment campaign was organised in Bardiya, Nepal, which included
door-to-door campaigning in the community and a rally to spread awareness of
the importance of education and enrolling school-aged children in school.
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ActionAid campaigns for tax justice because tax
funded services like education and healthcare
are vital for people to escape poverty. While
governments across the world struggle to pay
for public services, they lose billions of euro to
tax dodging every single year. We are tackling
this root cause of poverty, by campaigning for
fairer tax rules to ensure companies pay their
fair share, and for this money to be spent on
quality public services that tackle poverty and
inequality.

In 2016 we continued our work campaigning for
tax justice in Ireland. Over the year we focused
on advocating for fair double taxation
agreements between Ireland and developing
countries and for greater transparency on tax
paid by corporations. 

We built the skills and knowledge of
campaigners and the general public through
training, workshops and events held throughout
the year. This work was funded by the European
Union Development Education and Awareness
Raising Grant.

Four activists from Kenya, Malawi, Zambia and
Nigeria visited Ireland in April and met with
ActionAid supporters and the general public to
talk about the effect tax avoidance has on their
countries. We developed and launched the Irish
chapter of the "Mistreated" report, which uses
independent research and analysis to rank the
fairness of double taxation treaties. The report is
to engage in dialogue with the Department of
Finance and the Department of Foreign Affairs
and Trade, as well as the Revenue
Commissioners.

We developed and delivered an intensive tax
justice three day training over the June Bank
Holiday weekend, as well as two
one day trainings, and an eight
week tax justice and campaigning
course, which ran from September
until December. We also delivered tax justice
workshops in two universities. In August,
ActionAid brought eight volunteers to Sweden
for a week long training on the Safe Cities
campaign, funded by EU Erasmus.

P
h

ot
o:

 A
ct

io
n

A
id

Why Tax Justice Matters!

Campaigners in Dublin ask for tax
justice outside Leinster House.
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Action Aid’s second Speech Writing Competition final took place on 3rd March 2016 in the Royal
Irish Academy in Dublin. Ten finalists were chosen to deliver their speech at the final, out of more
than 70 students, aged 14 to 17, from over 30 schools across the country. Lauren Conway from
Coláiste Éinde, Galway and Jane Oyenuga from Loreto Secondary School, Kilkenny were the
winners of the competition after they wowed the panel of judges, which included young-adult
novelist Louise O’Neill; board member of the National Women’s Council Frances Byrne; and Brian
Caden from Irish Aid, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.

The winner’s prize was a trip to Malawi, accompanied by their teachers, to see ActionAid’s Irish
Aid funded Women’s Rights Programme first hand, meeting the communities working to tackle
gender-based violence and empower women.

In August, the girls and their teachers travelled to the northern district of Rumphi where they
attended the Rumphi in Malawi Women’s Forum which uses ActionAid’s REFLECT approach and
works to build awareness of women’s rights.

Lauren and Jane also saw the impact of this work when they visited the village of Njikula.
Welcomed by the entire village, they were treated to a moving and powerful song about the
experiences of the women and the very real need for the women’s rights programme. Local
women spoke of the violence and isolation they experienced before taking part in the village forum
and REFLECT Circles and both Lauren and Jane were amazed by the women’s strength.

On their return, both Jane and Lauren shared their experience of their visit, highlighting the value
of women’s rights work. This competition was funded through Irish Aid.

Lauren

One young woman, Febi, had a child young
and was going back to school. She was so
brave and open talking about her situation -
the girls and women have such strength.

Jane

Meeting the women’s forum was so
interesting, it was great to see how the
magistrate, the hospital and the women all
work together to create real change.

Speech Writing Competition

Winners of the speech writing competition
and their teachers visit Rhumpi.
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Every year we publish our audited financial accounts on our website www.actionaid.ie.
In total in 2016 ActionAid Ireland raised €2,888,235 and spent €2,846,080. These
accounts are prepared in accordance with SORP – the Statement of Recommended
Practice for financial reporting by charities. If you would like a more detailed copy or
have a question, please contact us on 01 878 7911.

ActionAid Ireland strives to maximise the impact of your support to transform the lives of
children, families and whole communities in a way that makes real and lasting change.
However, to ensure this work continues we must also invest in raising awareness of our
work and in reaching out to new supporters. As an organisation we must ensure that we
are governed and run in an open, transparent and efficient manner. 85.5% of monies
raised go to support our overseas work, the remaining 14.5% is invested into raising
funds to continue our work.

18

174 people benefited from a community water
well in Cao Bang Vietnam in 2016.174

PEOPLE

See Where Your Money Goes

Statement of Financial Activities for the
year ended 31 December 2016

33.5%
48.0%

85.5%

48.0% Child Sponsorship €1,387,002

33.5% Irish Aid €966,455

6.2% Other Donations €178,598

8.9% Tax Reclaim €257,700

3.4% EU €98,480

85.5% Charitable Activities €2,432,281

14.5% Raising Funds €413,799

6.2% 14.5%

3.4%

8.9%
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Country
Director

Siobhan McGee
Finance

Manager

Simon O’Leary
Programme

Manager

Triona Pender
Head of Fundraising& Communications

Declan White

Fundraising
Executive

Katie Ryan

500 residents were trained on women’s
rights in Quan Ba, Vietnam. 500

RESIDENTS

19

There are currently 11 staff in ActionAid Ireland - ten full time
and one part time, supported by a team of wonderful volunteers
and campaigners. In 2016 we had 13 staff members including:

Project Support
Officer

Priya Joshi
Project

Coordinator

Caroline Munyi
Donor Development

Manager

Michelle Sweeney

Business Development

Executive

Greg Merrin

Support Care

Executive

Marie McDonagh
Fundraising
Executive

Nahid Dabiri
Communications &

Campaigns Coordinator

Jo-Ann Ward
Campaigns and
Policy Officer

Olivia Lally

A just, equitable and sustainable world in which every person enjoys the right to a
life of dignity, freedom from poverty and all forms of oppression.

To achieve social justice, gender equality and poverty eradication by working with
people living in poverty and exclusion, their communities, people’s organisations,
activists, social movements and supporters.

OUR VISION

OUR MISSION

ActionAid is a global movement of people working together
to further human rights and defeat poverty for all.

Meet our Team
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172 Ivy Exchange, Granby Place,

Parnell Square, Dublin 1.

For further information contact us:

TEL 01 8787911

EMAIL info@actionaid.ie

WEB www.actionaid.ie

Thank You for
supporting ActionAid

Registered Charity Number CHY 6888

www.facebook.com/ActionAidIreland

@Actionaid_Ire

ActionAid Ireland is part of ActionAid International.

We are a leading international charity working in over 45 countries. We support people
in extreme poverty. We fight for their rights and for lasting change.
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Children in Kongelai
Kenya celebrate after

receiving chairs for
their school.

Pictured on the front page is six year old
sponsored child Rachana from Cambodia.
Photo credit: ActionAid.
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